St-Henri church: a work in progress

It’s one of the few Montreal
Catholic churches sold to private
interests, and the main preoccupa-
tion of its buyer is to restore the
building in the belief that it will
serve as a Catholic place of wor-
ship some day.

Montreal art appraiser and auc-
tioneer Iegor de Saint Hippolyte
and his wife, Martine, bought a St-
Henri church in mid-December for
$775,000.

Last month they moved their
Sherbrooke Street office, near the
Museum of Fine Arts, to buildings
at 872 du Couvent, which once
housed the parishes of St. Thomas
Aquinas and later St-Henri. The
three-steepled landmark, familiar

to commuters on the Ville-Marie
Expressway, is now the North
American headquarters of an art
auction house.

But it's more than an art venue,
legor pointed out during an inter-
view Jan. 18. The Russian Ortho-
dox says it’s a sacred space from
which they receive inspiration and
a self-imposed mandate to pre-
serve and restore it for future gen-
erations.

Sitting in an 80-year-old oak
pew, swrounded by display cases
and the discreet movements of
polite staff, Iegor notes that the
revival of the Orthodox faith in
Russia began in the 1960s.

“Today in Moscow, we are

restoring old churches and
rebuilding ones that have been
destroyed,” he remarks.

“I think the Church will come
back here, just as it has in Russia,”
he predicts. “Humanity hungers
for the pomp and ceremony that
mirrors the divine. As soon as we
rediscover the symbolism that
we've inherited from our Church
Fathers, we will rediscover our
religious traditions,” he says.

“I'm sure that this will be a
Catholic church again one day,” he
adds confidently. “In the mean-
time, we'll restore it.”

Eric Durocher

For the complete story, turn lo
page 5.
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